APPENDIX  IX

WAYTHANDAYA1
BY U PON NYA

When he turned dramatist U Pon Nya was already famous as a
humorist and satirist. He excelled especially in burlesque, where his
humour and satire were without any bitterness. In Paduma, his first
play, he repressed the comic muse, and the satire there was without
artistry through bitterness. In The Water-seller there was just a trace
of humour and light satire. In Kawthala there was a comic character,
and it contained many humorous scenes, but the humour tended to be
coarse. In Wizaya he again repressed his comic spirit, and satire
also was entirely absent from that play. In Waythandaya^ however,
he returns to his old role of humorist-satirist, and gives us two scenes
of the gayest laughter.

In the following extract, from the third scene, he burlesques the
heroic style of some contemporary playwrights.

SCENE 3
THE FOREST IN WHICH WAYTHANDAYA IS LIVING IN EXILE

Enter SAYTA, the guardian-hunter; with his dogs.
SAYTA. Hark! I hear a strange noise from that hillock on my
right. A faint sound, but a strange sound, an ugly noise. What can it
be ? Is it the cry of an elephant in pain? Oh, no. It sounds as if some
children are crying in terror. But how can that be? I must go and
investigate at once. I will go in haste with my bow and arrow. No,
stay! I must be careful, for I do not know what strange enemy I may
meet. I must take my hounds with me. ... O you enemy over
there, you are in for it! Know you not that this is Master Sayta,
possessor of a valiant temperament, Master of the golden bow?
And this is my domain, this forest is my domain in which I dwell and
spend my days in jasmine-happiness. 0 enemy over there, even if

1 This play has been considered on pp. 96-9.